Digging Deep: How to study the bible

Session V: The Goal of Bible Study

I. What is Biblical Study?
a. Bible study is the process of drawing out the true meaning of scripture and applying those truths.
b. We want to discover what God intended to say to the Bible’s original readers.
c. We want to find the significance of God’s word to them for us in the modern world.
d. Bible study is careful examination of scripture.
i. It is more than devotional reading.
ii. It is digging deep to understand better.
II. The Bible is a conversation between three participants
a. The Author
i. God
1. He is the ultimate author of Scripture
2. The Bible is more than just history or a religious text. It is a divine book.
ii. Human authors
1. God used humans, flawed as we are, to communicate his revelation. If flawed people can write it, then flawed people can understand it!
2. The authors received inspiration from the Holy Spirit, but the Bible is not a dictation from God. 
a. They were inspired to write the exact things he wanted to communicate.
b. Each book shows the character of the human author, their grammatical style, their preferred word choices, their time period, and culture.
b. The Text
c. The Readers
i. There are two readers in mind as we study
1. The original readers
a. Who were they?
b. Where did they live?
c. When did they live?
d. Circumstances?
e. What would they have understood?
2. The present-day reader
a. What is this eternal message saying to us?
b. How does it speak in this…
i. Time period
ii. Location
iii. Culture
III. Qualifications for Understanding the Bible
a. Be a committed follower of Jesus
i. The best interpreter of God’s Word is someone who lives on the inside of Christianity and has access to the power of the Holy Spirit.
ii. Unbelievers may understand aspects of the Bible, but they will miss the true significance of scripture.
b. Obedience
i. We must be willing to listen to what the Holy Spirit speaks through scripture.
1. The Bible is not there to reinforce your beliefs.
2. It is not there to uphold your traditions
3. It is not there to give life to your superstitions.
4. The Bible will challenge us.
ii. We are not studying the Bible to gain more knowledge, we study so that God can transform us through His word.
1. Romans 12:2 (NIV), “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
2. Hebrews 4:12 (NIV), “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to the dividing of soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
c. The Holy Spirit
IV. The Goal
a. Our goal is to understand what the Biblical author intended to say.
i. A verse can be applied in different ways, but it can’t have multiple meanings.
ii. Avoid asking the question “What does this verse mean to me?”
b. Ask the right questions
i. Who wrote the book?
ii. What is the content of the book?
iii. When was the book written?
iv. Where was the book written and/or sent?
v. Why was it written?
c. We want to apply scripture to our life so that it can transform us into the person God intend us to become.
V. Cautions
a. Do not look at Bible verses as individual units. We must read a Biblical passage in its context.
i. Learn to think in paragraphs, not sentences.
ii. Example: Philippians 4:13. What does “all things” mean?
b. We are not looking for novel or unique interpretations.
i. Beware of teachings that promise to reveal a secret that has eluded centuries of Christian thought.
ii. The witness of other church leaders and teachers is a good indicator that your interpretation is on the right track.
c. Don’t read into scripture.
i. Our goal is to draw out, not put in our prejudices, beliefs, or ideas.
ii. If you use a muddy bucket to draw out water, you will end up with muddy water.
VI. Conclusion
a. We want to draw out the true meaning of scripture.
b. As Christians, we can learn to ask the right questions as we read to help us dig deeper.
c. Learn to think of the books of the Bible as whole units of thought and avoid focusing only on individual verses.
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