Digging Deep: How to study the bible

Session IX: New Testament Part II

I. Excursus: Genres
a. Name that genre
b. Genres give us a clue as to what we should expect when reading a book or watching a movie. We can subconsciously switch expectations because we are so familiar with them.
i. Commercial illustration
c. Just as we have genres now, the ancient world had genres for their literature. 
i. The problem for us is that we aren’t naturally clued into their forms of literature. We don’t subconsciously switch when going between different parts of the Bible.
ii. The Bible is full of multiple genres. They don’t affect the inspiration behind the text, but they do impact how we read the text. 
iii. Understanding the genres of the Bible will help us avoid reading into the text modern ideas.
II. The Epistles
a. Epistles were letters written to a specific audience for a specific reason.
b. They were often directed at a problem or need within a church, group of churches, or community of Christians.
c. Studying the Epistles
i. Who are the recipients?
1. Where did they live in the ancient world? (Utilize your maps section)
2. What was their city like?
3. What kind of people lived there?
4. What was the tone or vibe of the city?
ii. What was their challenge?
1. Why did the Apostle feel the need to write them?
2. Reading an Epistle is like listening in on a phone conversation, but you can only hear what one person is saying. 
3. Look for clues throughout the text.
iii. Try reading the epistle in one sitting.
1. Treat it as a letter or an email.
2. This will help you understand the theme of the book.
iv. Use a study guide or commentary to help you figure out the outline of the letter.
v. Don’t focus on verses, think paragraphs.
1. Don’t assume that a chapter change is a thought change.
2. One chapter may continue the argument from the previous one.
d. Applying the Epistles
i. Determine if the Apostle’s commands are based on just that culture or is it something that applies to all churches?
ii. Look for comparable situations between ancient and modern churches. If it’s the same, then the command applies to us, too.
iii. Look for other scriptures that reinforce the command.
1. Principles will often be reiterated in other teachings.
a. 1 Cor. 6:14, Don’t be equally yoked compares to God’s principle of being set apart for a purpose.
b. Romans 1, the sins mirror other lists of actions considered sins.
2. Compare what Paul writes across all of his letters.
iv. Does the command go against first-century cultural norms? If so, that’s a great indication that it applies to all Christians.
v. If a command is cultural, look for the principle behind the command.
1. 1 Cor. 11:5 – Head coverings are not a command for modern churches. In the 1st century they were used to denote a woman was married. To uncover would have been to publicly disgrace her husband. Application is that modern women should honor their marriage publicly.
III. Revelation
a. Revelation is often one of the most misunderstood books of the Bible.
b. Approach Revelation in the same way you approach any other book of the Bible.
i. Assume God meant for us to understand it.
ii. Assume it has application for the original audience.
iii. Assume it has application for me.
iv. Assume it has application for future generations.
c. Revelation is an extremely practical book for your daily Christian life.
d. Revelation is a unique blend of three genres, or literary types.
i. Apocalypse
ii. Prophecy
iii. Letter or Epistle
e. Apocalypse
i. In the 1st century this genre did not mean “end of the world.” There were a number of different books that utilized the apocalyptic genre.
ii. An apocalypse is a revelation of hidden things.
iii. Apocalypses used symbolic language.
1. This does not dimmish it’s truthfulness. It is a natural way people communicate truth.
2. Interpreting Revelation symbolically does not mean that all parts of the Bible must be interpreted symbolically. We change the approach based on the literature. The Gospels are not symbolic because they are biography.
3. The symbols connected with reference points that were understandable to a first century Christian.
a. Revelation 6:6, “Two pounds of wheat for a day’s wages, and six pounds of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!”
b. Revelation 13:18, “Let the person who has insight calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man. That number is 666.”
c. Revelation 9:8, “Their hair was like women’s hair, and their teeth were like lion’s teeth.”
iv. Apocalypses had a distinct structure and form.
1. Dividing time and events into neat packages
2. Use of symbolic numbers regularly
a. Use of 7, 4, 12, and multipliers of 12
f. This book was a message to the churches of John’s day and is a message to our church.
g. It is a book of hope. The church will win. Christians will overcome, even if the world system is against them. Things may look bad on earth, but God is working in Heaven.
h. The book is a comfort to Christians who are currently suffering under the threat of martyrdom.
i. It’s a warning not to cozy up to the world system. The Church should not rely on the power brokers of this world for their help, nor give them their support.
j. Creation will be renewed. God’s salvation plan will work. We will be resurrected, and the world recreated.
i. The Bible begins with Eden and ends with the “new Eden,” the New Earth.
ii. God’s presence will be with us forever.
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