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Jeremiah 29:13 (ESV)
13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.

Luke 5:17-25 (NKJV) Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralytic
17 Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them. 18 Then behold, men brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before Him. 19 And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst before Jesus.
20 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”
21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”
25 Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.
Five Essential Ingredients Needed
1. Consistency In The Presence Of The Lord
a. V. 17 – When you are in the presence of the Lord. Where His truth is being shared. Where there is faith in Him & His Word.

b. 1 Chronicles 16:11 (ESV)
Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!
2. People Around You Who Are Strong in Faith
a. V. 18 – Men brought the paralyzed man.

b. Proverbs 27:17 (NKJV)
As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.

3. Active Faith…Determination…An Aggressiveness For The Things Of God
a. V. 19 – Because of the crowd they went up on the rooftop and began to tear away everything that was keeping them from Jesus.

b. Philippians 3:12-14 (ESV)
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

4. Willingness To Respond To The Direction Of The Lord
a. V. 24,25 – “He said to the paralyzed man, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house. Immediately the man did exactly what the Lord told Him.

b. Deuteronomy 5:32-33 (NKJV)
32 “Therefore you shall be careful to do as the LORD your God has commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 33 You shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which you shall possess.
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