Digging Deep: How to study the bible

Session X: Resources

I. Resources
a. Commentaries provide in-depth analysis of a book of the Bible.
i. Finding a good commentary
1. Who is the target audience of a commentary series?
a. Scholar
b. Every Christian
2. Who is the author?
a. What are his/her beliefs?
b. Does this author believe the Bible is true?
3. Does the author base his commentary on a particular version of the Bible? Does he or she use the original languages.
ii. Examples
1. NIV Application Commentary Series
2. Bible For Everyone Series
b. Study Bibles provide short commentary integrated beside or below the text of the Bible.
i. Be sure to understand the point of view of the editor or commentators.
ii. Examples
1. NIV Zondervan Study Bible
2. Spirit-Filled Life Study Bible
c. Bible dictionaries provide articles on the historical settings of each book as well as outlines of the books.
i. They may contain maps or photographs as reference.
ii. They may include articles that provide information on archeology or surrounding cultures.
iii. Examples
1. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary
2. New Bible Dictionary
3. Bible Background Commentary (OT and NT)
d. Concordance is an alphabetical list of words present in the Bible with citations of where that word is found.
i. If the concordance lists meaning for each word, be careful not to jump to the most novel meaning you find. A word’s meaning is found in the context of how it is used.
ii. Examples
1. NIV Exhaustive Bible Concordance
2. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible
II. Online Resources
a. Bible Gateway
b. Blue Letter Bible
c. Bible.com
d. Logos Bible Software
e. Biblicaltraining.org
f. Zondervan Master Lectures
III. Word Studies
a. How to do a word study
i. Choose the word from a passage you are studying
ii. Identify the Greek or Hebrew word behind that English word
iii. Make of list of how that word is used throughout the OT or NT
1. Look at multiple English translations
2. Look at the original languages if possible
iv. Look at the context of the passage you are studying to see how the writer has used that word.
1. Expand to look at how he used it in the entire book.
2. Consult a commentary to learn more about the word in the context of the passage you are studying.
b. Word Study Pitfalls
i. Don’t assume that a word means the same thing every time it occurs.
1. Agape vs. Phileo
a. 2 Sam. 13:15: Agape
b. John 5:20: Phileo
2. Look at the context
ii. Don’t use modern words to understand ancient ones. (Dynamis)
iii. The least used meaning is usually not the meaning for your passage.
iv. Synonyms don’t necessarily mean different meanings.
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