Digging Deep: How to study the bible

Session VII: Old Testament Part II

I. The Prophets
a. This section of the Old Testament is categorized as the Major Prophets and Minor Prophets.
i. This designation is based on length of the book, not the importance of the content.
ii. The vast majority of prophecies in the OT concern the immediate future of Israel, Judah, and contemporary nations as opposed to events in the far future.
b. The job of a prophet
i. Prophets were mouthpieces of God. They relayed messages from God to the people.
ii. Prophets reminded the people of God’s covenant and its connected blessings and curses.
1. These blessings and curses had been outlined in the law section of the Bible (Exodus-Deuteronomy)
2. The prophets also brought messages of hope for God’s salvation in spite of the fact that the people had failed.
II. Studying the Prophets
a. Ask the right questions
i. To whom was the prophet speaking?
1. Israel
2. Judah
3. Other nations
ii. When did the prophet operate?
1. Pre-exile
2. During the exile
3. Post-exile
iii. What was the content of the message?
1. Woe: An announcement of distress and prediction of doom. (Habakkuk 2:6-8)
2. Lawsuit: An illustration of God presenting the case against Israel in a courtroom. (Isaiah 3:13-26)
3. Promise: The promise of future salvation. (Amos 9:11-15)
4. Enactment: An object lesson acted out by the prophet. (Ezekiel 4:1-4)
5. Messenger Speech: The most common form. It begins by declaring “The Lord says,” and lays out God’s message. (Jeremiah 35:17-19)
III. Applying the Prophets
a. Think about what God said to their culture about their actions and attitudes. What might God say about our current culture?
b. What can we learn from what Israel did or did not do?
c. Don’t try to make every prophecy fit a future event. Some will, but most are about God and Israel during that time period.
d. Look for how NT writers quoted the prophets. What were they trying to tell us by alluding to those prophetic messages? How does that prophecy about Israel find fulfillment in Jesus?
IV. The Psalms
a. The Psalms were Israel’s prayers and songs to God.
i. They were used in worship settings.
ii. They teach us how to express ourselves to God.
b. The Psalms are poetry.
i. They use expressive language and metaphors to speak to our emotions and spark our imaginations.
ii. They were originally set to music.
c. Types of Psalms
i. Laments
1. The most common form. About 70 out of 150 are laments
2. Expresses struggle, disappointment, and pain
3. Ends with faithful confidence in God
ii. Thanksgiving 
1. Praises God for what he has done
iii. Praise
1. Praises God for who he is
iv. Salvation-history
1. Reviews God’s salvation of Israel
v. Psalms of Anger
1. Expresses anger to God, using exaggerated language to express deep emotion
2. Teach us how not to lash out at a person, but to take our emotions to God in prayer and praise.
d. Applying the Psalms
i. The psalms should bring us to a response to God.
ii. Think of the psalm as a whole unit, don’t focus on only one line.
iii. Allow the psalms to
1. Guide you to worship
2. Approach God with honesty
3. Meditate and think on God’s word
V. Wisdom Books
a. Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Psalms (Could be included, but can function on its own)
b. Wisdom in the Bible is making godly choices, not accumulating knowledge.
c. Wisdom is found, practically, in our actions and just our words.
d. Wisdom begins with God.
VI. Applying Wisdom Books
a. Proverbs are practical wisdom for daily life. 
i. They are catchy and short to help the listener/reader retain the truth.
ii. They do not cover every potential situation.
b. Job
i. What is our response to God when bad things happen? How did Job respond? How did God respond?
ii. Be careful about quoting from Job’s friends, remember God did not approve of them.
iii. Read the book as a whole.
c. Ecclesiastes focuses on hard questions, consider studying the book in light of the Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NIV) “Now that all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.”
d. Song of Songs is a celebration of love and that true romance between a husband and wife brings glory to God.
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