Digging Deep: How to study the bible

Session I: Why Study the Bible?
I. The Challenge
a. Why is it difficult?
i. You are studying an ancient book.
1. Name the Reference Game
a. San Francisco
i. “If you’re going to San Francisco, be sure to wear some flowers in your hair.”
b. Little Deuce Coupe (1932 Ford)
i. “She’s my little deuce coupe, You don’t know what I got.” 
ii. “She’ll walk a Thunderbird like she’s standing still.”
c. Operator
i. “Operator, O could ya help me place this call? See, the number on the matchbook is old and faded.”
d. For What It’s Worth
i. “Singing song and they carrying signs, Mostly say, ‘Hooray for our side.’”
2. If kids today would have trouble understanding the references of songs written within the last 50 years, then how much more do we need help understanding the references in a book that dates thousands of years ago.
3. The Bible was also written in languages that most of us do not currently speak or read.
4. The Bible makes references to cities and empires that no longer exist but would have been known to the original readers.
5. The idioms and sayings of the past do not always translate to the present.
ii. It’s more than mental, it’s also spiritual.
iii. Expectations
1. We expect that Christians should always understand the Bible. So, we worry that there may be something wrong with us spiritually if we don’t understand.
2. Others may place their expectations about certain understandings or versions of the Bible.
3. My KJV story.
II. The Hope
a. Why is it possible to understand the Bible?
i. The Bible is God’s Word for all generations.
1. He intended the Bible to speak to all generations and cultures.
2. Romans 15:4 (NIV), “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.”
b. We have the help of the Holy Spirit.
i. 1 Cor. 2:12 (NIV), “What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.”
ii. 1 Cor. 2:16 (NIV), “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”
iii. John 14:25 (NIV), “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”
iv. John 16:13 (NIV), “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.”
c. God wants you to understand the Bible.
III. The Importance
a. Eternal outcomes are at stake
b. Knowing what the Bible actually says helps us combat false teaching and guard what is true.
c. Understanding scripture helps us know what we believe, why we believe, and how to explain that truth to others.
IV. Conclusion
a. You can understand the Bible.
b. You do not have to be a pastor, a professor, or carry the official title of saint to understand the Bible.
c. You do not have to have been a Christian for years to understand God’s Word.
d. Understanding how to study the Bible will change your life.
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