Digging Deep: How to study the bible

Session II: What Is The Bible?

I. The Bible
a. The Bible was written by approximately 40 different authors over a period of around 1400 years.
i. We are not certain of the authors of each book, but some of the books do identify the author.
ii. The dating of each book is estimated by looking at the events the book describes, the content of the book, its references, etc.
iii. God is the ultimate author of scripture as he inspired each writer to craft scripture so that we could receive the book in the way God intended.
1. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV), “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness.”
b. The Testaments
i. There are 39 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament.
1. The word “Testament” is translated from the Latin word “Testamentum.”
2. Testamentum was a translation of the Greek word “diaqhvkh” (Diatheke), which meant covenant.
3. The proper translations should be the Old Covenant and New Covenant.
ii. Jeremiah 31:31 (NIV), “The days are coming,” Declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors.”
iii. The easiest way to think of them is before Jesus came to earth and after Jesus came to earth.
c. The Languages of the Bible
i. The Old Testament was written primarily in Hebrew. Some parts of Ezra and Daniel were written in Aramaic.
ii. The New Testament was written entirely in Greek.
d. Chapters and Verses
i. Originally, the Bible was not divided into chapters or verses.
1. The chapters were introduced by Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of Canterbury, in the 13th century.
2. Robert Estienne was a 16th century printer. He was the first to print the Bible into verses.
ii. Chapters and verses help us quickly find what we are searching for in the Bible.
iii. Because they were added later, they are not part of the God-inspired text. They may even, at times, incorrectly obscure the flow the Biblical text.
II. Structure of the Bible
a. The Old and New Testaments.
i. Old Testament
1. The Law (Genesis-Deuteronomy)
2. History (Joshua-Esther)
3. Wisdom (Job-Song of Songs)
4. Prophets (Isaiah-Malachi)
ii. New Testament
1. The Gospels (Matthew-John)
2. Acts 
3. Letters of Paul (Romans-Philemon)
4. General Letters (Hebrews-Jude)
5. Revelation
b. They are not structured chronologically
i. Job, chronologically, is a much older book than Esther.
ii. Paul’s letters are arranged, with a few exceptions, by the length of the book.
c. Reading the Bible from Genesis to Revelation will still require you to dig into the dates and places of each book to understand where it fits.
III. Conclusion
a. The Bible is like a library of 66 books that tell one cohesive story of God and his plan to rescue and renew the world.
b. The Old Testament primarily focuses on the story of Israel and it’s relationship with God. The New Testament expands that story to everyone.
c. The Bible is not chronologically organized.
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