Digging Deep: How to study the bible

Session VIII: New Testament Part I

I. The Gospels
a. The Gospels are a form of ancient biography.
i. Presented topically rather than chronologically
ii. Sometimes skip the birth and present the adult career first
iii. Length of the Gospels are consistent with ancient biographies
iv. Not poetry, but prose presented as factual data. This is not a myth. Ancient biographies were not tall tales.
v. They differ from modern biographies. They are not news reports. However, they were written within 30-40 years of Jesus’ life. If they were not true, there would have been many alive who could have disputed the facts.
b. Understand the world in which Jesus lived.
i. Who’s in charge?
1. Roman
2. Jewish
ii. What are the conflicts?
1. Internal
2. External
iii. What did they believe?
1. Second-temple Judaism
2. Messiah
c. Think horizontally
i. How does each writer’s account correspond with another Gospel? 
1. The four accounts of events give us different perspectives akin to four witnesses to an accident.
2. The Holy Spirit intended four accounts, not one account of Jesus.
ii. The Synoptics and John
d. Think vertically
i. How does a passage in a Gospel relate to the entire book?
ii. What message does that particular writer want to highlight?
1. Mathew 21: Focus on faith (Fig tree)
2. Mark 11: Focus on theology (Fig tree)
iii. The audience
1. Each writer wrote to a particular group of people as his primary audience.
a. Mark likely wrote to Roman Christians
b. Luke likely wrote to Greek communities
c. Matthew likely wrote to Jewish communities
d. John likely wrote his account at the end of the first century in modern-day Turkey. 
e. The Gospel accounts are narratives
i. They are first and foremost descriptive in nature. Not every action is intended to be copied. What is the heart behind it?
1. Rich young ruler
2. Healing the blind man
ii. Gospels are not allegories. They describe real events with real people.
iii. Don’t read into the ancient accounts, modern ideas. Look for ways that the books speak into your present situation.
f. The Kingdom of God
i. The books describe how Jesus’ entrance into the world along with his death and resurrection mark the beginning of the end of this present world. 
ii. We live in an already and not yet state.
iii. The kingdom is key to understanding Jesus’ message.
g. Parables
i. Don’t interpret every element of a parable as having some kind of deeper meaning.
ii. Look for points of reference that help us understand what Jesus intended to explain. He is revealing truths about God’s kingdom.
iii. Parables are like a joke. The twist at the end is what grips your attention. Much like you don’t break down a joke to explain it, think of the parable as a complete story.
II. Acts
a. Acts is the story of the early church following Jesus’ death and resurrection.
b. Acts is set up in Six sections
i. Jerusalem
ii. Samaria
iii. Gentiles and Paul’s conversion
iv. First Missionary journey and Council of Jerusalem
v. Second Missionary journey
vi. Paul’s journey to Rome
c. The Holy Spirit plays the leading role in every section of the book
d. We can learn a lot from the attitude and heart of the early church.
i. Joyful
ii. Suffering like Jesus
iii. Generosity
iv. Sharing the Gospel
v. Spirit-filled and Spirit-empowered
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